South East Asia and China First Round Grants

Highlighted Projects

· Women’s Network for Unity, Cambodia

· AIDS Care China, China

· Bali Plus / Burnet Indonesia, Indonesia

· Bright Futures Group, Vietnam
	Name of Project
	ARVs for all 

	Name of Organisation
	Women’s Network for Unity

	Location
	Phnom Penh, Cambodia


This is the only project in Cambodia to focus on getting AIDS treatment to sex workers, and not only are they doing grassroots work with individual PLWHA, they are doing broader public education and government advocacy. 

Through workshops and monthly meetings with members, they educate and support their own members to address treatments issues. Peer educators have reached 500 individuals during outreach efforts. WNU has also participated in public rallies and activities to raise awareness of ARVs, OI medicines, and issues of stigma and discrimination against sex workers. They have increased the number of their members of treatment from 15 to 22, and 103 are now accessing medicines for opportunistic infections.

They are actively addressing issues of stigma and discrimination within the healthcare system; and dealing with unforeseen issues such basic survival, i.e. providing food to PLWHA in hospitals and the use of illicit drugs. 
In an international context where funding is restricted to organisations that provide services to sex workers, and in a local context where other NGOs refuse to work with them, the WNU project is an excellent example of how the Collaborative Fund is supporting marginalized groups and groups that find it hard to access support from other sources.

	Name of Project
	Treatment and Advocacy Project

	Name of Organisation
	AIDS Care China

	Location
	Guangdong and Guangzi provinces, China


This project engages with the issue of treatments access in a comprehensive way. 2,500 copies of a newsletter specifically focusing on treatments issues –education, policy, literacy and advocacy–  were sent out in four editions. Two study tours brought together PLWHA activists and medical professionals to study models of treatment (for example, at an MSF clinic) in Hong Kong and China. They have developed an data management software system to be used to monitor treatment adherence. With more than 500 PLWHA registered on the system, the program has now been adopted by the Clinton Foundation’s China program for their treatment program.  A final key component of the project has been regular PLWHA support group meetings which have also involved medical professionals. A sensitization workshop for government leaders and media was planned for mid-2006. 

Reflecting strategic thinking, a thorough understanding of treatments access issues, strong capacity to carry out their objectives and a commitment to do so, AIDS Care China is successfully managing to improve treatments access at many levels: grassroots education and adherence support for PLWHAs, improving patient management and collaboration with medical professionals, and education and advocacy with media and government officials. As well, by putting PLWHA directly into contact with medical professionals, AIDS Care China believes it is contributing to advocacy: PLWHA have better access to information and advice; medical professionals are more likely to understand treatment access from the view of someone living with HIV/AIDS, and therefore to advocate for better treatment access and options. 
	Name of Project
	Guideline Development for Buddy Program for Treatment Adherence

	Name of Organisation
	Bali Plus / Burnet Indonesia

	Location
	Bali, Indonesia


This Indonesian project involves an innovative concept, the “buddy program” which matches PLWHA with partners to assure that their antiretroviral medications are taken according to schedule. The project has been undertaken as a partnership between the largest PLWHA organisation in Bali and an NGO that specializes in providing technical assistance in public health. Many collaborative fund projects promote these types of collaborations: they can be a way to improve the capacity of new, emerging or under-resourced groups; they can also develop the commitment to or expertise on treatments access issues by more established groups.

Bali Plus and Burnet Indonesia have developed the program through recruitment, workshops, and the production of materials. Also, they aim to develop a model program which can be replicated in the future. While the project had challenges in setting up the program and in initial recruitment, the grantees have learned valuable lessons on adapting concepts to local contexts. The results of their work may have broader reach in Indonesia, or even the region. 
	Name of Project
	Linking PLHA Self-Help Groups and Increasing Access to OI and ARV Treatment in the Northern Provinces in Vietnam

	Name of Organisation
	Bright Futures Group

	Location
	The northern provinces of Vietnam


The Bright Futures Group is a grassroots PLWHA group based out of Hanoi, Vietnam. They have established and grown in a national context that prohibits local NGOs and community groups from forming by classifying themselves as a “self-help” group. Recognising weak links between PLWHA groups, they designed this project to both strengthen individual groups as well as the ties between them. They have combined this work of developing a national PLWHA movement with specific work related to treatments education with their members. Their initial aims were to reach 300 PLWHA to improve their awareness and knowledge of treatments, to support them to access treatments through the national health system, and provide access to monthly meetings and trainings sessions.

They have now expanded their self-help groups to ten provinces and increased membership from 200 to nearly 600. They have run successful training workshops, and developed information sharing so that those trained can share their learning with a broader number of people, using peer education and training of trainers models. They have promoted PLWHA as treatments counselors in health services. Furthermore, they have been collaborating with government bodies, multilaterals and other NGOs. 

In concrete terms, they have supported 697 people to access health care services and 82 members of their organisation to access ARV treatment. 

	NEWS ITEM:

Viet Nam News Net, 13 May 2006

Network established for people living with HIV/ AIDS

Ha Noi (VNA) - People living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) in Viet Nam now have their own trans-provincial organisation aimed at eliminating discrimination against those who share the plight and seeking financial resources for their community activities.

From a core group named Bright Futures Ha Noi, the model has spread to many provinces and cities in the country over the past two years.

With the desire to connect PLWHAs in different localities in a self-reliant and united organisation, the Bright Futures Network has been established with 13 local groups in Ha Noi and seven northern provinces, and nearly 600 members.

The Bright Futures Network's activities will focus on fostering access to HIV/AIDS treatment, eliminating discrimination and sharing information, as well as seeking foreign and domestic financial assistance for people living with HIV/AIDS.


