· Welcome

     About South India Positive Network
· Inception 2001, for HIV+ people

· 25 members To 1424 members

· Comprehensive Care & Support

· Psycho social support

· Drop-in-Center

· Family Care services

· Children educational support

· Children motivational classes

· Support group meeting

· Nutritional support

· Legal support

· Micro credit ( self help group )

· Home based Income generation

· Funeral service

· Transgender 

Monthly Support Group meeting

Monthly support group meeting 

· Monthly meetings

· Thematic discussions

· Experience sharing 

· Policy making 

· Treatment issues 

· Legal issues

· New member enrollment 

Nutritional Powder Making

Nutritional powder making 

· Necessity 

· Compensating malnutrition for children

· Low cost calories

· Employment openings for PLWHA’s

· Supply to other networks and NGOs 

· Widely used and demanded

· Comparatively lesser price in market

· Hygienic product

· Thirteen ingredients

· Doctors recommending
Transgender – Some Realities 
· Physically unique

· Socially discriminated

· Commercial sex

· Begging

· Post surgical complications

· Vulnerable to STD/HIV

· Hormone therapy disorders

· Need employment openings 
   South Asia Collaborative Fund  
          for  HIV Treatment Preparedness 

· Project for Enabling Treatment and Positive Living for HIV Positive Transgender

· HIV Infected Transgender in  Southern india

· Advocate for Greater attention to treatment related issues

Objectives

· Enhancing services for HIV Positive Transgender people

· To Educate Transgender HIV Positives about treatment issues

· Adherence to medication, Nutrition etc.

· Psycho social support for HIV positive Transgender 

· Building self esteem, healthy positive living

· Reduce the risk of further transmission

· Building rapport with medical professionals

· Increasing access to better treatment 

· Sensitizing the life style of transgender to health providers

· Understanding the link between castration and HIV 

· Understanding the risk of Hormone therapy & complications

                  Meetings

Focus of Problems

· Hidden number of HIV infected Transgender

· Kept secretly 

· Unwilling for treatment 

· Multiplying the number of transmissions

· Unprotected sex 

· Denial of treatment 

· Discrimination 

· Double stigma 

· Unknown about the risk of reassignment surgery

Major Components

· Doctors & health care providers sensitization on Transgender issues

· Collective response

· Treatment preparedness 

· Transgender workshop for analyzing the major issues 

· Advocacy for influencing groups 

Approach 

· Individual care 

· Peer counseling 

· Sensitizing the influencing community leaders

· Involving the individuals in all activities

· Leadership development 

· Freedom for sharing & rights to make policy

· Network with different groups of transgender & their partners

· Close monitoring on treatment 

· Frequent follow up 

Transgender Meeting

Achievement 

· Identified 120 positive transgender

· Enhanced access for treatment 

· Created treatment seeking behavior 

· Sensitized more than 14 batches consisting 30 Doctors from various districts of Tamil Nadu

· Sensitized more than 30 batches consisting 60 Health Nurses from various Districts of Tamil Nadu   

· Created Aravani positive speakers forum

· Formed 7 Self Help Groups for transgender

· Special focus for partner treatment & HIV test

· Awareness campaigns for stigma & discrimination 

· Special Unit for handling terminal cases 

· Round the clock services of funeral assistance 

Challenges 

· Reduce the transmission of HIV among transgender

· Excluding the custom of castration 

· Creating acceptance of family & society

· Creating alternative source of income 

· Adherence to medication 

Doctors Sensitized Meetings

Workshop for the Doctors

· First time Doctors sensitization on Transgender issues

· More than 80 Doctors participated

· Resulted in greater attention for treatment 

· Understood the risk of hormone therapy & ART treatment

 Doctors & Nurses sensitized

Positive Transgender

· Identified – 120 positive Transgender

· Vision –to enable positive living

· Task – behavior change

· Challenge- multifariously  stigmatized  

· Services- comprehensive care 

· Need- housing,home based employment, access to treatment

· Short stay home

· Shelter home for terminal cases

· Funeral services
PLWHA Transgender Workshop

· 3 meetings

· 120 members participated

· Focused on Treatment issues

· Community sensitization

· Denial of Treatment

· Commercial sex work & its Impact  

· Sexual reassignment surgery & complications

· Housing problems

· Stigma & Discrimination

· Denial of employment

· Begging 

· Sexual exploitation 

· Increasing HIV infections

Future Plan

· Training on Human Rights 

· Demand for welfare schemes 

· Training on alternative sources 

· Housing for the Target groups

· Formulating action plan against discrimination in the society & media

· Sensitizing the public on transgender issues  

· Formation of more number of self help groups 

· Legal support 

· Rehabilitation for all Transgender.

Thank you

