South Asia First Round Grants

Highlighted Projects

· Mukto Akash, Bangladesh 

· Society for Positive Atmosphere and Related Support to HIV/AIDS (SPARSHA), India
· South India Positive Network (SIP+), India
· NGOs Coalition on Child Rights (NCCR) and the Coalition on Rights and Responsibilities of Youth (CRY), Pakistan

	Name of Project
	Treatment Support for People Living with HIV/AIDS

	Name of Organisation
	Mukto Akash Bangladesh

	Location
	Dhaka


Mukto Akash Bangladesh is an emerging PLWHA and self-help group established in 2003 with a current membership of 60. In an excellent example of organizational capacity-building through peer support, Mukto Akash has been mentored in this project by two well established AIDS organisations, Ashar Alo Society and Bandhu Social Welfare Society. 
With activities located in four locations, Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna and Rajshahi, the primary aim of the project was to strengthen the organisation. Staff have received training on treatment education and awareness. They have done direct work with health providers at hospitals and healthcare centres in discussing treatment access for their members. An advocacy workshop involved government officials, media, NGOs and service providers in January 2006. The project is strengthening their capacity to do advocacy with government agencies, NGOs and healthcare providers, while at the same time providing treatment education to their membership. 
	Name of Project
	Intervention Initiative for the Creation of a Supportive Environment for Increased Access to Treatment for Women living with HIV/AIDS

	Name of Organisation
	SPARSHA (Society for Positive Atmosphere and Related Support to HIV/AIDS)

	Location
	West Bengal


SPARSHA’s project works directly at the grassroots level to obtain treatment for the HIV positive women who need it. Their work fills the needs for both stronger treatments advocacy and direct treatments support and education of PLWHA. Their project staff are all HIV positive. They have formed two pressure groups consisting of stakeholders from local and district level government, health officers, and community leaders to look at treatment availability and affordability, and obstacles to treatments access.

Treatment awareness and education has included community sensitization at World AIDS day, an information dissemination camp, a panel discussion and group orientation meetings. 

They have developed information materials on treatments based on a focus discussion with 7 HIV positive women. Through their community outreach program they have facilitated 49 HIV positive women to access treatment from government clinics and an additional 20 women accessing support to manage opportunistic infections. They actively tackle stigma and discrimination issues; an example can be read in the case study found here. Their monitoring and evaluation and reporting are of extremely high quality. 

	Name of Project
	Enabling Treatment and Positive Living for HIV Positive Transgenders in Southern India

	Name of Organisation
	South India Positive Network (SIP+)

	Location
	Chennai


The South India Positive Network was established in 2001 and primarily serves marginalized populations in Chennai in South India focusing on the Aravanigal (the indigenous male-to-female transgender community), and men who have sex with men. HIV interventions with the indigenous transgender community have been largely neglected and the South India Positive Network designed a project to address this.  

In order to address the issue of treatment access for transgenders, they were required to address a broad range of health and social issues, including nutrition, lack of employment, commercial sex, self-esteem, and medical interventions specifically related to transgenders such as hormone therapy. A workshop gathered 120 of their members to deal with these issues; they have also held monthly sessions on treatment education with HIV positive Aravaanis. A key focus of the project has been to sensitize healthcare professionals on issues facing transgenders and to reduce stigma and discrimination: this has included sensitization workshops in districts throughout Tamil Nadu. 
	Name of Project
	Advocacy and Literacy for HIV/AIDS Treatment in Northwestern Frontier Province

	Name of Organisation
	NGOs Coalition on Child Rights (NCCR) and the Coalition on Rights and Responsibilities of Youth (CRY)

	Location
	The Northwestern Frontier Province (NFP) near the Afghanistan border


Two organisations working together have had great success in building a coalition of local NGOs to successfully advocate for treatments access in their province. They developed IEC materials, met with media, pharmaceutical companies and the health department and ministry. Following this work, the provincial government agreed to provide free medicines for PLWHA. There are currently 24 PLWHA on treatment through government facilities. The groups reported that they learned lessons in advocacy and in working with government and decision makers to mobilize them to provide treatment and care facilities for HIV/AIDS. 

	Sent : 
Saturday, December 17, 2005 

Subject : 
ARV CENTER



PROVINCIAL AIDS CONTROL PROGRAM
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, GoNWFP 

 After the diagnosis of the first case of HIV/AIDS in Lahore in 1987, Pakistan enters into the list of those countries that are affected by this pandemic. 
Programmes have been launched at National and Provincial level to fight against this dreadful disease. In an effort to improve the existing practices, Enhanced HIV/AIDS Control Programme has been started from December 22, 2003 with the objective to prevent HIV/AIDS from becoming established in vulnerable population and spreading to the general adult population while avoiding stigmatization of the vulnerable groups. The program has drawn lessons from other countries where HIV/AIDS was endemic and adopted interventions, which led to effective control of the disease.    
Since December 2003 Enhanced HIV/AIDS Control Programme was initiated with the main objective "Prevent HIV from becoming established in vulnerable population and spreading to the general adult population while avoiding stigmatization of the vulnerable groups"    
In NWFP presently the total number of HIV Positive cases is 466. Male to female ratio is 7:1. Studies show that the disease is mainly transmitted through heterosexuality (60-70%), blood transfusion (15%), from infected mother to new born (2%). Almost 71% infected from HIV/AIDS belong to age groups 20-49 years.      
The main objective of this mail is to inform you that Enhanced Provincial HIV/AIDS Control Program NWFP established an ARV Center in Post Graduate Medical Institute Hayat Abad Medical Complex Peshawar for the Counseling, testing and treatment for people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA). Trained Medical Doctor, Nurse and Counselor are working there for Counseling, Testing and Treatment for HIV Positive Patients. The OPD days for HIV Patients are Monday and Thursday. 
Please make close contact with Provincial HIV/AIDS Control Program and ARV Center Hayat Abad Medical Complex for referral, Counseling and Treatment of HIV Positive Patients.



