Report: Regional Meeting on Treatment Preparedness in Latin America

9/15/04
The meeting took place in Lima Perú from September 27th to the 30th. More than twenty community leaders and treatment advocates met to discuss the following issues affecting the region:

1. Access to treatment

2. Advocacy and lobby

3. Global market trade, intellectual property and patents

4. Global Fund

5. World Health Organization (WHO) 3x5 initiative, the role of the ONUSIDA and results regarding regional negotiations for drugs discounts or lowering prices.

6. HIV Collaborative Fund and the International Treatment Preparedness Coalition

Basically the meeting served as a venue for participants to gather and discuss, beside the issues mentioned above, regional challenges. The gathering provided the opportunity to bring challenges in need for advocacy work. For example: generics, quality control, regulations, basics science, clinical research and most importantly activist’s participation in drug development and access.

This meeting was in nature more didactic. Activists from different countries and areas of expertise shared with the group their work and their vision around the work needed to accomplish the ultimate goal of access to treatment, and as they continued to emphasized “quality treatment” “effective treatment” and diagnostics.

Representatives from Government and the medical field from the region were invited to present the “other point of view” regarding the concerns raised in this meeting i.e. access to effective medicines and quality control. Among those were Dr. Robert López and Dr. Nelly Marin both well-respected physicians from Perú.

Clearly this meeting was the first step in the region to begin an organized process to identify and develop advocacy strategies that relate to the reality lived by people living with AIDS in such a diverse region like Latin America.

The meeting allowed participants involved in global advocacy movements, like the ITPC, shared with other activists their participation and their views regarding Latin American’s role within this global efforts. 

The group was briefed on the following topics: TIDES Foundation and the HIV Collaborative Fund and the ITPC.

WHO 3x5 Initiative:

Those members that participated in this process raised concerns about the invisibility and the lack of strong representation of activist from Latin America.

ITPC:

The participants elected a regional group of Latin America treatment activists that will represent the region and will report back in all activists related to the ITPC.  This group will take the role of providing leadership and representation.  There will be two committees: the international and the regional.

The elected member were:

International

From South America:

Rodrigo Pascal 

From Central America:

Jaime Argueda 

Regional

From South America:

1. Osvaldo Pascal

2. Carmen Ricón

3. Estela (________)

From Central America:

1. José Méndez

2. Berta Cheta

This elected activists will act as point people representing the region in all activities related to ITPC.  They have the responsibility to report back to the rest of the activists in the region and facilitate inclusive participation of all members and his local and regional concerns.

HIV Collaborative Fund follows up activities

This first gathering has served as a foundation to begin the Collaborative Fund grant making process activities in the region. Communication needs to be established with the meeting organizing committee.  This group has agreed on become the steering committee that will move forward TIDES work in the region for the 2005 fiscal year.
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