Latin America

Community Review Panel: Meeting Report.

The ITPC members from the Latin America region met for the second time on February 26th and 27th of 2005. The purpose of the meeting was to begin developing the process and implementation of the Community Review Panel for the region, the election of the regional coordinator and the NGO that will execute and provide administrative support for the grant making process in the region. At the same meeting issues related to technical assistance and capacity building were included in the agenda.

The event had representation from the following countries:

· Argentina – Estela Carizo and Patricia Pérez
· Bolivia – Julio Cesar SantaCruz

· Chile – Esteban Luengo

· Colombia - Oswaldo Adolfo Rada L., German Rincón and Leonardo Oswald

· Costa Rica – Guillermo Murillo

· Guatemala – Olimpia Chete

· México – José Méndez

· Perú – Teresa Ayala

· El Salvador – Jaime Argueta 

· Venezuela – Walver Villegas

The prioritized treatment preparedness issues prioritized for the region were:

· Treatment Education – Quality treatments, human rights and responsibilities, treatments for opportunistic infections and adherence and community initiated farma vigilance

· Civil society participation and lobbying – Capacity building and action

· Advocacy and political ground work – capacity building and action in the context of access to treatment.

During the meeting a year schedule was developed to define the timeframe for the announcement of RFPs to NGOs in Latin America, evaluation and approvals of proposals based on the issues mentioned above.

The following decision were made by vote:

· The hiring of Javier Leonardo Varón as the regional coordinator and the “Apoyo y Solidaridad” Foundation as trhe fiscal conduit for administrative support for the regional coordinator.

· There will be an experts committee that will be responsible for receiving and evaluating proposals. This committee is and independent body that will provide a fair and transparent evaluation of proposals.

· Instead of keep using the the name of International Treatment Preparedness Summit the group decided to be named “Coalición Internacional de Activistas en Tratamiento using the abbreviations CIAT instead of ITPS.

· All processes related to the grant making activities were decided and developed by the group by consensus.

· Members of the regional committee will work with the expert committee in each and every step taking during the developing of RFP mechanisms, evaluation and distribution of funds. 

