Collaborative Fund for HIV Treatment Preparedness
Caribbean Community Review Panel
Grants Review and Awards 2005
	Organization
	Country
	Amount Awarded

	Health, Hope & HIV Foundation
	Antigua and Barbuda
	$13,000

	Life Goes On
	Dominica
	$17,500

	Network of Hope Pals
	Grenada
	$18,900

	Jamaican Network of Seropositives
	Jamaica
	$14,000

	CARe
	Trinidad & Tobago
	$17,000

	Family outreach Ministry International
	Haiti
	$18,900

	Movimiento Sociocultural para los Trabajadores Haitianos MOSCHTA
	República Dominicana
	$18,900

	MSM
	St. Kits
	$18,900

	TLC
	St. Lucia
	$15,000

	Mamio Namen Project
	Suriname
	$12,600


Total:                                          

$164,700.00

Grant Summaries

Organization: CARE: Reaching the HIV Positive Youth (ages 15-19)

Country: Trinidad & Tobago

Contact Person: Catherine Williams

Email: exdir@tstt.net.tt
Web Site: N/A

Tel. /Fax: 1-868-625-0632

Postal Address: 41 New Street, Port of Spain

The Community Action Resource organization seeks to enhance the quality of life of PLWHA. This population is central to the organization because they are encouraged to influence policy development. The organization seeks to empower all networks. Their current need is to attract young people to their network since the population hasn’t been coming because of fear of discrimination, lack of parental support, lack of understanding of their vulnerability, peer pressure as well as continued risk full lifestyles. There are also problems related to poverty, repeated pregnancies as well as disability issues. Their main goal is to reach youth in the 14 -19 age group. 

Their project wants to provide information on HIV/AIDS, treatment and adherence, as well as to explore issues related to young people’s sexuality in order to help them understand their vulnerability. They plan to do this trough empowering youth for positive behavior, enabling life planning skills and creating literature for youth with low literacy levels. The project will conduct a needs assessment and according to the results they will perform workshops, activities, therapy sessions as well as communitarian activities. The project will be done with collaboration from the Medical Research Center. The amount needed to accomplish this project is $19,948. The final amount awarded by the CRP from the collaborative funds is $17,000.

Organization: Life Goes On (with the Support of Lifeline Ministries)

Country: Dominica 

Contact Person: Tina Alexander, Treasurer

E mail: lifeline@cwdom.dm
Web Site: N/A

Tel. / Fax: 767-449-8593 / 767-440-2340

Postal Address: N/A

This organization has membership of PLWHA and their families. The new emerging organization has support from the National AIDS Program in Dominica. Their current mission is “to create an attitude of hope in an environment of love, celebrating the opportunities of life, and to empower and enable persons affected by and infected with HIV/AIDS to improve the quality of their lives”. 

In Dominica very few people have access to HIV testing and even fewer are able to receive treatment. Issues of care, support, stigma and discrimination, lack of resources and lack of terminal care are important to be addressed. Life Goes On proposes to establish a Resource and Respite Centre where the ambient is stigma free and PLWHA can access accurate information as well as training and workshops in diverse areas. Treatment, alimentation, transportation as well as overnight accommodations are also contemplated. The proposed project includes facing these issues with the help of a full time coordinator to be able to set up the centre. Training for caregivers will also need to take place. Partnerships have been established with DADP (Dominica Association for Disabled People), an musical artist; Aja, who will perform and donate the proceeds, a local insurance firm as well as Dial a Ride service. Lifeline Ministries has offered the organization technical support. The amount awarded by the CRP from the collaborative funds for this project is $17,500.

Organization: Mosctha (Movimiento Sociocultural Para los Trabajadores Haitianos)

Country: República Dominicana

Contact Person: Leonardo Martinez, Joseph Cherubin

E mail: mosctha@verizon.net.do, mosctha@codetel.net.do
Web Site: N/A

Tel / Fax: 809-687-2318, 809-221-8371

Postal Address: Calle Juan Erazo, No. 39, Villa Juana, Santo Domingo R.D.

This organization is proposing the project “Social alliance for activism and assistance to HIV+ in Bateyes communities (in collaboration) with NGOs that offer services to Haitian and other vulnerable groups”. Their main purpose is to collaborate with the development and strengthening of the Dominican communities that have been more affected by HIV, like the case of the Bateyes communities. They will establish an alliance composed of the non governmental communitarian organizations in the region and capacitate them towards HIV treatment, patient’s needs and rights. The alliance will develop advocacy strategies to diminish stigma and discrimination. Their main focus groups are immigrants from Haiti as well as other discriminated and stigmatized vulnerable groups. The amount needed to accomplish this process was $18,898 and the official amount awarded by the CRP is $18,900. 

Organization: Network of Hope Pals (Helping our People live Productive Lives)

Country: Grenada, Carriacou, Petit Martinique 

Contact Person: Rachael Charles

E mail: hopepals@caribsurf.com
Web Site: N/A

Tel / Fax: 473-443-5194 / 435-4798

Physical Address: Hope Pals Foundation Unit #5 Grencoda Building Complex, St. Johns Street George’s

Postal Address: P.O. Box 2243 Bruce St., St. George’s Grenada W.I.

Network of Hope Pals goal with this project is to attend issues of treatment and treatment preparedness trough providing equipment as well as any other needs to PLWHA. The project priority areas are treatment literacy/education, availability & accessibility of ARV’s and other medications, availability of diagnostic services, adherence & compliance, treatment, stigma, discrimination, voluntary counseling & testing, as well as research. The target group is composed of women, men and children distributed trough all parishes. 

For the project to be feasible Hope Pals is asking for funds to pay staff, office space, communication facilities as well as funds to employ an accountant. The amount requested for this project was $19,860 but after revising the Community Review Panel has actually awarded $18,900 from the Collaborative Funds. Hope Pals is partners with many organizations like the Red Cross, Grenada Marketing & National Importing Board, National Infectious Disease Control Unit, Grenada Food and Nutrition Council as well as CRN+ among others. 

Organization: Health, Hope and HIV

Country: Antigua & Barbuda

Contact Person: Herman Mayers

E mail: hhhfoundation@msn.com
Web Site: N/A

Tel / Fax: 268-562-4643 

Postal Address: P.O. Box 2645, St. John’s Antigua

This organization was formed to help the struggle for a better life for PLWHA in Antigua and Barbuda. The main goals of the organization are to provide emotional as well as educational support, to develop service provision and change attitudes to help influence policies related to these issues. 

The goals of the proposed project is to build the capacity of members in areas of treatment adherence, support, education, advocacy, creation of a positive attitude as well as to increase self reliance and independence. The project will support 30 PLWHA to develop skills to increase their quality of life. The project will adopt a multi-sectoral approach to link up with Government Ministries, Labor, Social Transformation and Education sectors as well as with the Employers Federation of Antigua. The original proposed budget for this project was $18,180.97, and the approved amount from the collaborative funds is $13,000. 

Organization : TLC (Tender Loving Care) Advocacy Project

Country: Saint Lucia 

Contact Person: Lucia James, Brenda Emmanuel, Kercia Augustin

E mail: tlcstlucia@hotmail.com
Web Site: N/A 

Tel / Fax: N/A

Postal Address: N/A

TLC is a non-profit support group that aims to gain nationwide acceptance of PLWHA, as well as to access financial and technical resources for these persons. It also aims to provide emotional, spiritual and physical support, as well as to facilitate their personal growth trough trainings and workshops. TLC’s network consists of three staff members who work 40-46 unpaid hours a week. Salaries will become motivation for them. Home based care is conducted with the absence of travel allowance. The staff is lacked of management skills, which are needed to conduct timely reports and registered maintenance. 

The project here conducted will include a training workshop including home-based care skills, counseling and treatment education / adherence. The Ministry of Health will assist the group in upgrading and sustaining TLC’s development as part of a second strategy. Evaluation and monitoring will also be done with their assistance. Their main objectives are to become better equipped to provide effective and efficient services to PLWHA as well as to their families, as well as to offer effective, confidential counseling, dissemination to the public and provide comprehensive based care. The amount asked for to start was $19,573, and the amount awarded by the CRP from the collaborative funds to commence project for the organization is $15,000.

Organization: Jamaican Network of Seropositives

Country: Jamaica

Contact Person: Rachael E. Haye

E mail: jnplusgipa@anbell.net
Web Site: N/A

Tel / Fax: 876-929-7340 / 876-929-7340

Postal Address: 3 Travennion Park Road, Kingston 5, Jamaica. 

This organization exists to empower persons living with HIV/AIDS as well as to advocate for their rights within the Jamaican setting. They have achieved income generating projects (for members), welfare assistance for members, training in capacity building initiatives, mobilization of members and support for members within a wide variety of needs. 

Stigma and discrimination are very heavily felt in areas such as public healthcare facilities, educational institutions, communities, religious spheres, families, work places and even other NGO’s in Jamaica.  The project goals seeks to increase treatment literacy, empower members to advocate for their rights, encourage positive attitudes amongst non PLWHA groups and gather data to better understand the Jamaican situation. Other goals include increasing the number of self support groups so the access to service is amplified. This project seeks to unite various regions of the country in order to amplify the resources in all areas for all PLWHA in Jamaica. The original amount requested was $14,000. The amount awarded by the CRP from the collaborative funds is $14,000.  

Organization: Family Outreach Ministry International 

Country: Haiti 

Contact Person:

E mail: N/A

Web Site: N/A

Tel / Fax: 284-5478*

Postal Address: N/A

*(Communication with this organization has been difficult because their phone number is disconnected. The CRP representative from Haiti helped in contacting the agency but reported that they are out of the country. Consultation is being done with other activist and representatives in the country.)

This organization is part of a world wide effort for social reinsertion of people with difficulties in the sanitary department as well as to allow their development. Little by little the Haitian branch has grown to have a small health centre and a home for the elderly.

The mission of this organization is to intervene with vulnerable communities to facilitate access to basic health care, nutrition and social services. In the case of HIV/AIDS patients the local hospital in the city is giving medical treatment to them, but they have to reside in the city. This is why Family Outreach Ministry is proposing to create a lodging facility to reduce distance and contribute with eliminating malnutrition. This facility will be accompanied by activities to increase education and treatment adherence. The amount estimated to accomplish the project is $20.000. The final amount awarded by the CRP is $18,900. 

Organization: Mamio Namen Project

Country: Suriname

Contact Person: Sjachnaz Pengel

E mail: mamionamenproj@sr.net
Web Site: N/A

Tel / Fax: 597-432-966

Postal Address: 

(Proposal is in Dutch, I have asked Ethel Pengel from the organization to send me a summary of the intended project.)

Organization: MSM No Political Agenda

Country: Trinidad & Tobago 

Contact Person: Dennis James

E mail: msmnpa@tstt.net.tt
Web Site: www.msmnpa.org
Tel / Fax: 868-694-1530 / 694-1534

Postal Address: Lot 3A Guittensdale, La Horquette Velley Road, Glencoe

The organization focuses in promoting health and human rights in the English speaking Caribbean amongst men who have sex with other men with particular emphasis on HIV/AIDS. The organization feels that the rights of MSM (men having sex with men) groups are not currently being addressed as they should.  They feel more information should be given on issues of prevention, treatment support and care, as well as to raise awareness among health service providers of their rights. Funded by International HIV/AIDS Alliance Caribbean Regional Programme, they have produced and disseminated three thousand copies of Free Forum (regional news letter) to MSM and PLWHA organizations, community leaders as well as members in Angulla, Antigua & Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Marteen, St. Vincent & The Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad & Tobago. 

Their project goals include to provide voice for MSM communities in the Caribbean, increase awareness of HIV/AIDS and safe sex among the population of MSM, empower, build self esteem, increase awareness of care, support and treatment service issues amongst MSM as well as increase awareness of the negative consequences of stigma and discrimination. This will be accomplished by completing a news letter as well as a website with the previous goals in mind. They have also designed a quantitative and qualitative assessment system to collect the feedback and response for each country. 

The original amount needed for this proposal was $18,899.58. The CRP approved the sum of $18,900 from the collaborative funds to reach their objectives.  

