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Activity Highlights

· The Call for Proposals for the second round of funding in East Africa is now available on the website at www.hivcollaborativefund.com.  Applications are sought from organizations seeking funding for community-based HIV treatments literacy programs. Grants will be allocated to successful applications for a period of up to one year to a maximum amount of 10, 000 US dollars per application. The deadline for submission is October 25, 2006. Please contact Regional Coordinator Mercy Otim at ottymercy@yahoo.com for further information.

· Two new contributing partners are now supporting ITPC/Collaborative Fund activities. They are the United Kingdom Department for International Development (DFID) and the Elton John AIDS Foundation. Both have made multi-year commitments to our efforts and we welcome them. For further information, contact David Barr at dbarr@tides.org 

· In Latin America, the Community Review Panel completed a second round of grant decisions, funding a total of 18 projects out of 121 applications received from 15 countries.  The proposals were first reviewed by the Technical Review Group, which selected 32 proposals to the CRP for final decisions. All 32 of these proposals came from organizations that attended last year’s technical assistance workshop for applicants denied funding in 2005. Summaries describing each selected project are available on the Collaborative Fund website along with a report from the CRP meeting. For further information, contact Regional Coordinator Javier Varon at javierleovaron@yahoo.es 
· The CRP in the Caribbean also completed a second round of grant making funding 11 projects in 10 countries with an emphasis on treatment education and support for people with AIDS as they engage health care systems. Summaries of the grant projects are available on the website along with a report of the CRP meeting. For further information, contact Regional Coordinator Patricia Figueroa at figueroapaty@yahoo.com 
· A fourth round of grant making was completed by the CRP in Eastern Europe/Central Asia.  A total of 86 applications were reviewed and 20 selected for funding. The emphasis is treatment education and community mobilization efforts to overcome stigma in health care settings. Summaries of the projects will be available on the website by October 15th. For further information, contact Regional Coordinator Gregory Vergus at vergus1@rambler.ru
· The second round of grant making is underway in South Asia.  Applications were submitted through October 9th and review process will take place through November.  In South Asia, representatives from each country (India, Pakistan, Nepal and Bangladesh) first review proposals from their respective countries. Each country team makes recommendations for further consideration at a second review that includes one representative from each country.  Funding will be disbursed in November.  For further information, contact Regional Coordinator Loon Gangte at loon_gangte@yahoo.com 
· A workshop for grantees was held in China earlier this month. The workshop provided participants an opportunity to share information about their programs, obtain technical assistance to further their work and plan for future activities. The Country Advisory Committee met afterwards to plan for a second round of grant making. The application is now being prepared and will be available in November. For further information, contact Country Coordinator Thomas Cai at aidscare@163.com or at thomas2000cn@yahoo.com   In Southeast Asia, the Regional Advisory is planning for their second round of grant making. The application will be available within the next few weeks. Contact Regional Coordinator Shiba Phurailatpam at shiba@apn.org 

· Workshops for grantees are now planned for Southern Africa and West/Central Africa.  The workshops will provide technical assistance to grantees, provide opportunities to share information about their projects, and plan for further activities.  In each region, the CRP will meet following the workshop to plan their second round of grant making activities which will begin immediately following these events. The Southern African workshop will be held in Johannesburg on October 26 – 29th. For further information, contact Regional Coordinator Tapiwa Kujinga at tapiwanashe@zol.co.zw  Final dates for the West/Central African workshop are still being set.  For further information, contact Regional Coordinator James Kayo at jamesckayo@yahoo.fr 
· Greg Grey is the new (and first) Global Coordinator of the International Treatment Preparedness Coalition (ITPC). Greg is the former Executive Director of APN+ and the former Collaborative Fund Regional Coordinator for Southeast Asia.  He will work out of APN+ in Bangkok.  He can be contacted at hunkhk@hotmail.com 
· ITPC will hold a meeting of its International Steering Committee (ISG), along with representatives from each of the 10 Regional Advisory Committees, the 10 Regional Coordinators and the Collaborative Fund staff. The goal of the meeting is to build the capacity of ITPC governance and communications systems to strengthen the global and regional networks and to implement the ITPC work plan for 2007 and 2008. The meeting will be held in Bangkok, November 14 – 17th. The ISG completed development of the ITPC work plan earlier this year. This plan includes all proposed activities of ITPC and the Collaborative Fund for the next year. The work plan is available at the CF website. For further information, contact Greg Grey.
· ITPC and the Collaborative Fund sponsored a well-attended Satellite Session at the International AIDS Conference in Toronto in August. The session included presentations from ITPC members from Asia, Latin America and Africa. Presentations were also provided by LTG Associates, the firm that conducted the WHO-sponsored Collaborative Fund evaluation and by Kevin De Cock, MD, the Director of the WHO HIV Department.  We thank them very much for their participation. 

· A growing number of treatment literacy materials are being developed by Collaborative Fund grantees.  As these are received, they are being place on the Collaborative Fund website.  For further information, contact Administrative Coordinator Susie Lim at slim@tides.org 

· Lillian Mworeko, Coordinator of the Women and Children in Africa project, gave birth to a healthy baby boy. We welcome Isaac into the world and wish Lillian all the best.

