Caribbean Community Review Panel

Funded Project Proposals 2006
Dominican Republic

	Name of Project
	Treatment Advocacy Project

	Name of Organization
	ASOLSIDA

	Location
	Santo Domingo

	Grant Amount
	USD 20,000

	Description
	This project looks to make the PLWA beneficiaries of it, active subjects in the development of skills and will take them into an assertive decision making process related to the ARV treatment, information management and the practical criteria to comply with those decisions. We look to have this resulting in adherence to treatment through an educational system that pursue their needs and with a peers  model clearly proved.

After finishing the Project, we will have duly accompanied 50 PLWA in their preparation to develop adherence to TARV and they will develop adequate lifestyles that will allow them to have a good quality of life.




Suriname

	Name of Project
	SMNP Buddy Program Workshop

	Name of Organization
	Stiching Mamio Namen Project

	Location
	Suriname

	Grant Amount
	USD 19,150

	Description
	This project intent to recruit and select 25-40 new buddies for the Buddy Program.  After formally Introduce New Buddies to the Buddy Program we will begin the Phase 1 of a Workshop to adequately train the New Buddies. The topics will be: Medical Treatment Preparedness Efforts and Issues of Adherence/Resistance to Treatment. To this topic will follow: Social and Psychological Support and Empowerment for “Clients,” Reduction of Stigma. After then New Buddies will be introduced to New “Clients.” With the funds received New Buddies will be monitored to follow the progress and success rate of New Buddies and “Clients.”




St Lucia

	Name of Project
	Behavioural and HIV Sero Prevalence Study of the Homeless Population of Non-injection Crack Cocaine Users in Saint Lucia.

	Name of Organization
	Caribbean Harm Reduction Coalition

	Location
	Saint Lucia

	Grant Amount
	USD 12,168

	Description
	With the CF grant a study will be funded to identify the characteristics and the extent of HIV/AIDS among homeless substance abusers. The information gather by the study will help policy makers to have at hand accurate information about these populations. Accordingly this study will work

with a targeted sample of homeless crack users in Saint Lucia in order to develop an effective intervention to provide anti-retroviral therapy using directly observed therapy (DOT) utilising the concept of low threshold drop in centres.




Haiti

	Name of Project
	Projeter la Feuille de Résumé

	Name of Organization
	FOSREF

	Location
	Pourt-au-Prince

	Grant Amount
	USD 19,900

	Description
	This grant will provide training to reinforce the capacity of the mental health personnel involved in the psychological care of PLWHA.. The project will provide people living with HIV, access to occupational therapy activities.  Through this educational interventions will be implemented for the promotion, reference and delivery of related to services of mental health for PLWHA.




Guyana

	Name of Project
	Treatment Adherence Program

	Name of Organization
	The Network of Guyanese Living with and Affected by  HIV/AIDS INC.

	Location
	Georgetown, Guyana

	Grant Amount
	USD 19,900

	Description
	The goal of this project is to provide a structured response to the needs identified in the area of care and support for 150 adults and 75 children living with and affected by HIV/AIDS and their families/support networks, through information exchange, communication/education activities and the provision of food hampers and vitamin supplements by November 2007.




Jamaica
	Name of Project
	Home Based CARE Project

	Name of Organization
	Home Based CARE for HIV/AIDS

	Location
	Mandeville

	Grant Amount
	USD 14,669

	Description
	This project will address health and financial needs of persons living with HIV/AIDS as well as the educational needs of their children. Issues of social stigma and discrimination, and the rapid spread of HIV infection in high risk communities are great problems confronting the parishes of St. Elizabeth, Manchester and Clarendon. To combat these problems, PLWHA and members of high risk communities will train on proper nutritional practices, behavioral change, and overcome stigma and discrimination.  Efforts are being made to respond to the educational needs of PLWHAs children by purchasing educational materials. Most PLWHAs are faced with a dilemma as to how to finance their health and family needs, hence skills training and capital injection into individual projects is being sought through funding.  




Jamaica

	Name of Project
	Against Stigma and Discrimination

	Name of Organization
	Jamaican AIDS Support for Life

	Location
	Kingston, Ocho Rios and Montego Bay

	Grant Amount
	USD 19,900

	Description
	The objectives of this grant are to provide HIV positive substance abusers, men who have sex with men, and PLWHA with regular care & support and to encourage adherence to prescribed drugs. Also it is look to identify and conduct needs assessment of groups to be served by the project. Monthly care packages of nutritional supplements, vitamins, and other hygienic items will be given to target groups. It is a goal as well to identify and secure a safe and confidential space to conduct monthly support group meetings and other activities. With this grant the JASL will conduct bi-weekly home, hospice, hospital visits to monitor and advocate for clients in an effort to improve living and medical conditions, adherence and lessen the levels of stigma and discrimination. Adherence strategies will be identified and employed with counselors to coordinate and monitor the project. Education will be a component of this effort, JASL will distribute low literacy pamphlets for target groups and assist clients financially to treat opportunistic infections and attend support group meetings and other activities.




Jamaica

	Name of Project
	 Self Support meetings project

	Name of Organization
	Jamaican Network of Seropositives (JN+)

	Location
	Kingston

	Grant Amount
	USD 16,220

	Description
	The feedback from 4 regional planning meetings has revealed many issues facing our Network in the areas of advocacy, and treatment preparedness. Participants identified the following challenges: 

· Lack of knowledge of treatment protocols (pre-treatment care and testing, treatment options for OIs and HIV, drug interactions and side effects, problems resulting from adherence inconsistency and resistance, psychosocial care, and treatment access)

Difficulty organizing and attending Self Support meetings. It is the goal of this project to increase the knowledge within our Membership of treatment protocols and enhance Member’s ability to benefit from Self Support Groups.




Trinidad & Tobago

	Name of Project
	Newsletter Distribution Project

	Name of Organization
	MSM Non Political Agenda

	Location
	It is proposed that the Newsletter be distributed to the following sixteen (16)  regional countries: Anguilla, Antigua & Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St Maarten, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad & Tobago.

	Grant Amount
	USD 18,900

	Description
	While the epidemic in the Caribbean is predominantly heterosexual, MSM have high rates of infection in some islands and there is considerable under-reporting of cases of HIV infection, and access to prevention, treatment, care and support services arising from sex between men, due to the stigma associated with MSM in the Caribbean. 

Through the Newsletter, it is expected to increase awareness of HIV/AIDS/STIs and safe sex among MSM and PLWHAs, increase empowerment of MSM and PLWHAs, through building self-esteem, and promoting community mobilization to respond to HIV/AIDS. 



Suriname

	Name of Project
	Sewing Workshop


	Name of Organization
	Stiching Mamio Namen Project

	Location
	Suriname

	Grant Amount
	USD 19,150

	Description
	Currently, there is very little information available about the Prevention of HIV between Mother and Child during childbirth (PMTCT) among women living in the interior villages of Suriname. Their traditions encourage families to have many children and sometimes breastfeed them, regardless of HIV status. With the Sewing Workshop its intended to increase the amount of information publicly available on breastfeeding and PMTCT. To reduce the amount of HIV+ births countrywide, and encourage practices that result in healthy children.

Through this project there will be created banners and posters advertising desired information, conduct awareness and outreach in local pregnancy consultation clinics and cooperate and collaborate with MediZep (a well-respected organization that works in the interior villages) to continue providing information on PMTCT and breastfeeding after our proposed Campaign has been completed.




Belize

	Name of Project
	HIV AIDS health education project for MSM HIV+

individuals, prisoners and their families.



	Name of Organization
	United Belize Advocacy Movement

	Location
	Orange Walk, Corozal, Stann Ceek,  Belize and  Cayo District

	Grant Amount
	USD 19,600

	Description
	With this grant it is intended to provide training, sexual health and psycho-social information for MSM and HIV + prisoner ‘s and their affected families, while sensitizing  health  care providers, prisoner officers and educators on the effects of stigmatizing the men who have sex with men and dealing with PWLHA bodies after they die. 

The objectives of this project are: to create educational sexual health and referral materials that is service specific in home base care for affected families to deal with HIV + MSM family members, prisoners and for MSM individuals. Also a documentary on stigma and discrimination will be produced while implementing stigma reduction workshops with health care providers, prisoner officers, educators and families to better build a circle of care for the PWLHA populations, be it the MSM, prisoner or youth at risk populations. Counseling will be provided in support groups and care training for prisoners that are HIV+. We look to establish administrative support to carry out training and the production of psycho-social and sexual health information that is for MSM and prisoner specific.




